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MISSOULA—
A sure sign that a program is in its infancy is record-breaking performances. 
UM's women track team shows sure signs of rapid progress. Last weekend at the Idaho 
State Invitational in Pocatello, UM women set season bests in fourteen events and 
broke eight school records.
One point that it is only fair to consider is the addition of four events to 
the record books this year at UM because of the ongoing conversion to the metric 
system. That accounts for new records in the 400 meters, 1,500 meters, and 5,000 
meters. The other new event is the sprint medley relay, consisting of legs of 
110, 220 and 440 yards.
Of the 22 events on the books at the start of the season, records were set 
in 13 of them just last year. Five of those 1977 records have fallen. They are the 
100 meters, 3,000 meters, two-mile relay, high jump and long jump.
How can all these new records be accounted for?
Coach Will Cheesman will tell you what a big factor the weather is. After cool, 
extremely windy meets in Ellensburg, Wash., Missoula and Billings, the beautiful, 
calm day at Pocatello was a welcome sight. The wind was so bad the week before at 
the Rocky Mountain Invitational in Billings that high jumpers and long jumpers couldn't 
even get their steps timed right.
And early training helps too. This winter UM women ran a full indoor season, 
getting valuable experience at major meets in the domes at Idaho and Idaho State.
There is no substitute for good competition. The Idaho State meet had national- 
level teams competing. Brigham Young and Colorado State have big-time women's 
programs. UM is definitely on the way up, but it can't be done overnight.
-more-
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The goals of qualifying for regional and national championship meets is also 
a stimulus. UM has qualified in seven events for the NCWSA regional championships 
in Bozeman on May 12-13. And coach Cheesman expects to qualify more at the two meets 
on Wednesday in Butte (a duel with MSU) and in Pullman,Wash, at the Washington State 
Women's Invitational on Friday.
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